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FIRST FIRE COMPANIES. 


The first fire company of the city was “Rescue 
Hook and Ladder Company” formed in- 1843. The 
great fire of 1850, awakened the people to a sense of 
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the importance of better protection and four compan- 
ies were organized, known as Neptune No. 1; Eagle 
No. 2; Rescue No. 3, and Good Will No. 4. Each 
company was provided with a small engine of little 
value, built at the 
D. & H. Gravity 
shops. The com- 
panies represented 
the four wards of 
the city and their 
officers were: Nep- 
tune Co., G. R. 
Love, captain; G. 
H. Wentz, assist- 
ant captain; Lewis 
Pughe, treasurer 
and James Ruth- 
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ven, secretary. 
Fagle Co., E. 
White, foreman; 


John Mc Killip, 
first assistant; S. 
T. Corby, second 
assistant; W. R. 
Baker, secretary; 
A. L. Hunt, treas- 
urer; G. W. Gris- 
wold, Charles 
Fagan, Wm. R. 
Baker, committee. 
Rescue Co., fore- 
man, David Pren- 
dergast; first as- 
sistant foreman, G. 
F. Fordham; sec- 
ond assistant fore- 
man, Alonzo 
Eaton; secretary, 
Renselaer David; 
treasurer, Z. K. 
Waldron. Good 
Will Co., Michael 
Flynn, fcreman; 
Bernard McTighe, 
assistant foreman; 
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J. Ward S. Whiting- 2 
P. Byrne T, Voyle Peter Dockerty, 
J. Geary A. Nenlon 


Thomas 
Farrell, secretary. 

; December 3, 
1852, James Ruthven was elected by the firemen 
chief engineer of the department. These compar ies 
soon disbanded and the engines were returned to the 
D.& H. .Thecity authorities then took the matter 
in hand and purchased an engine of the ‘‘Button’s 
Piano” pattern which arrived on July to, 1855, the 
day being made a gala occasion. This is still in pos- 
session of Columbia hose company which was organ- 
ized at that time with uinety-stx men. The officers 
were David Prendergast, foreman; Richard Howarth, 


J. Kirkwood treasurer; 
J. Brown 
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